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NOTES AND QUERIES. 
Notes. 

Col. Abercromby. — In giving accounts of the military operations in the 
neighborhood of Philadelphia during the revolution, it is generally stated 
that the Lieut.-Ool. Abercromby who surprised Gen. Lacey at Crooked 
Billet was the same officer who died a general in Egypt in 1801. A refer- 
ence to Drake's Biographical Dictionary will show that this is an erroneous 
idea. The name of the officer who was in this country was Robert, a brother 
of Sir Ralph. Robert Abercromby served in Canada previous to the revolu- 
tion, was made captain in 1761, lieutenant-colonel in 1775, colonel in 1781, 
major-general in 1790, lieutenant-general in 1797, general in 1802. He was 
wounded at Monmouth, and taken prisoner at Yorktown. He afterwards 
served in India, and succeeded Cornwallis in the chief command in 1793. 

Col. Edward Bartholomew. — This gentleman was a member of the Con- 
vention of 1776 from the county of Philadelphia, and subsequently an officer 
in the army of the revolution. At the time of the celebration of the former 
event last September, inquiry was made concerning him for a biographical 
sketch, but nothing was ascertained. It seemed strange that such a promi- 
nent personage should have passed quietly off the stage of life without any 
reference. Recently, however, in one of the early newspapers of the interior 
of the State, we came across a statement that Ool. Bartholomew, while on a 
visit to Dr. Robert Johnston, a surgeon of the revolution residing in Antrim 
Township, Franklin County, in the summer of 1800, was accidentally shot 
by the careless handling of his pistols by a Wm. Henderson, Col. Bartholo- 
mew's son-in-law, which resulted in his death. Upon inquiry among the 
old residents of that locality, we find from one source that Col. Bartholo- 
mew was buried at Brown's Mills, not far from Dr. Johnston's residence; 
while from another that his body was embalmed by the doctor and sent to 
Philadelphia. As the latter service was performed for two or three promi- 
nent individuals of that city who visited Dr. Johnston for medical advice, 
the latter authority may be mistaken, and the valiant colonel may sleep the 
last sleep with his grave unmarked beside his brother-in-arms, Gen. James 
Potter, in the neglected graveyard at Brown's Mills. Who can inform us ? 

Dauphin. 

An Ancient Landmark. — About sixteen years ago, while entering Phil- 
adelphia by way of the North Pennsylvania Railroad, a gentleman in the 
car pointed out to me a mile-stone standing in the built-up part of the city, 
which he said bore the inscription " One mile to Phila." Feeling curious 
to know if this remnant of the past was still in existence, on the 12th of 
December, 1875, I walked up Front Street to see if I could discover its 
whereabouts. On the pavement at the northern corner of Keen & Ooates's 
tannery, No. 943 North Front Street, I met with the object of my search. 
It is a dressed stone, with a circular top, about one foot and a half in height, 
ten inches wide, and six inches thick, inscribed 1 M. to P. We understand 
that all distances to Philadelphia in former days were computed from the 
old court-house at Second and Market Streets. While the old stone has 
been performing its silent duties, what a change has been going on around 
it! miles of houses have been built beyond it, while the edifice to which it 
directed the traveller has disappeared from the face of the earth, and will 
soon be remembered but by few. W. J. B. 
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The Acadian Exiles. — The late Mr. Wm. B. Reed, in an address deliv- 
ered before the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, entitled "The Acadian 
Exiles, or French Neutrals in Pennsylvania" (see Contributions to Ameri- 
can History, Phila. 1858), took exception to the statement made in the 
notes of the London edition of Mr. Longfellow's poem of Evangeline, that 
the government of Pennsylvania proposed to sell the Acadians, with their 
own consent ; but that when this expedient for their support was offered to 
their consideration, it was rejected with indignation. After stating that Mr. 
Longfellow had disavowed all knowledge of this aspersion on the Colonial 
Government of Pennsylvania, and that the note had been added to the 
London reprint without the author's consent, Mr. Reed says he found the 
passage in Judge Haliburton's History of Nova Scotia, in the very words 
used by the English annotator, and there — for no other authority or docu- 
ment was cited — the responsibility must rest. 

It is curious that so general a reader of American history as Mr. Eeed 
should not have known that the objectionable passage was quoted by Judge 
Haliburton from Entick's " General History of the Seven Years' War," aQ d 
the whole passage and much other curious information on the subject is to 
be found in "Walsh's Appeal from the Judgment of Great Britain." 
"While referring to this subject, it will be well to note that the student of 
this period of American history will find in the Nova Scotia Archives, pub- 
lished at Halifax, N. S., in 1869, a number of papers and documents relating 
to the removal of the Acadian French. This material was used by Dr. I. 
W. Anderson, President of the Literary and Historical Society of Quebec, 
in a paper read before that society on the 19th of January, 1870, entitled 
"Evangeline," and "The Archives of Nova Scotia; or, The Poetry and 
Prose of History," printed in part 7 of the Transactions of the society, 
Quebec, 1870. • 

The Eeed Controversy.— The controversy regarding the intentions of 
Gen. Joseph Eeed, previously to the battle of Trenton, which was reopened 
by the publication of the ninth volume of Bancroft's History of the United 
States, in which Mr. Bancroft supported the charges brought against Gen. 
Eeed by a quotation from the unpublished journal of the Hessian Colonel 
Count Donop, stating that Colonel Reed, having taken a protection from 
the British, informed Gen. Mifflin that he would no longer serve in the 
defence of his country, has received a quietus which will no doubt settle it 
for all time to come. 

Adjutant-General Wm. S. Stryker, of New Jersey, has brought to light 
the report of Count Donop to his superior officer Gen. Grant, from which it 
is evident that the Col. Reed alluded to in the Donop diary was Col. Chas. 
Bead of the New Jersey Militia, and not the adjutant of Washington's 
army: and that the Gen. Mifflin spoken of by the Hessian colonel was Col. 
Samuel Griffin, who commanded the Americans in the neighborhood of Mt. 
Holly, at the time of the reported defection of Col. Eeed. 

So decided are the conclusions that result from an investigation of the 
evidence submitted by Gen. Strvker, that we are at a loss to understand 
how, with all the research that has been brought to bear on this period of 
the history of the revolution, the truth remained so long obscured. Although 
we know but little regarding Col. Chas. Read, his apostasy is a matter of 
history recorded in more than one volume to be found on the shelves of almost 
any historical library, public or private (see Pa. Archives, 2d series, vol. l. 
page 496 ; Marshall's Eemembrancer, page 129, Philadelphia, 1839-1849). 
Indeed, had not the investigations of the late Wm. B. Reed been influenced 
by a spirit other than historical, it is likely he would have struck on the 
truth, for, on page 92 of his pamphlet entitled President Reed, he writes 
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in a note, " Were I disposed to make minute criticisms, I might express a 
doubt whether, after all, the Col. Reed of the diary of the 21st of December 
was my ancestor, for, according to Mr. Bancroft, there were other Colonel 
Reeds. There was (page 246) ' the New England Reed.' " 

When the attention of Mr. Bancroft was called to the result of Gen. 
Stryker's investigation, he at onoe, to use his own language, perceived the 
bearing of the discoveries, and asked to be allowed the favor to be the first to 
announce them to the public, a privilege, that was courteously granted ; and 
in the centenary edition of Bancroft's History of the United States, vol. v. 
page 479, the correction is made. Gen. Stryker has printed, for private 
distribution, a small edition of a pamphlet containing his investigation on 
this subject. 



(Queries. 



Robert Hunter Morris. — Frequent inquiries have been made if there is 
in existence a portrait of this gentleman, one of the most renowned of the 
provincial governors of Pennsylvania. Is there none among the family in 
New York ? Dauphin. 

Gov. John Penn. — It is stated that the portrait of John Penn in the 
executive department at Harrisburg and in the rooms of the Historical So- 
ciety of Pennsylvania is that of John Penn the poet, and not that of John 
Penn the last of the provincial governors — who can tell ? If correct, it is 
important that the matter be remedied, and the John Penn's portrait be 
substituted. Dauphin. 

[The catalogue of paintings, etc., belonging to the Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania, thus describes the portrait of John Penn in that collection : 
" John Penn, son of Thomas and Lady Juliana Penn, b. Feb. 23, 1760, d. — , 
1830." The original is by Pine in 1787, and was presented by John Penn 
to his friend Edmund Physick, accompanied with the following note, Dec. 18, 
1787 : '' This picture of one of a family in your connection, with whome your 
probity and attachment have been so conspicuous, is presented as a testi- 
mony of gratitude and regard by your sincere friend and obedient servant. — 
John Penn." We are informed that this portrait was copied and presented 
to the Historical Society, under the impression that it was that of Gov. John 
Penn, and that the error was not discovered until some time afterwards.] 

Treason of Charles Lee. — I have heard that an answer to George H. 
Moore's " Treason of Gen. Charles Lee" appeared shortly after the publica- 
tion of that volume. Can any one state if such was the case, and if so, give 
the title of the reply ? ' A. W. S . 

"The Crisis." — Was the author of "The Crisis," a paper printed in 
London in 1774, and reprinted in a 12mo. volume in New York in 1776, 
ever discovered? Christopher Marshall, in his Remembrancer (22d of 
April, 1775), recorded that the news from London was that, on " March 7th, 
at noon, the two sheriffs and the hangman attended at the Royal Exchange, 
in order to burn a periodical paper called 'The Crisis, No. 3.' . . . As 
soon as the fire was lighted before the exchange, it was immediately put out, 
and dead dogs and cats thrown at the officers." On the 7th of May Mar- 
shall writes that the news was " that the printers of the piece called the 
Crisis were had before the ministry on account of finding out the author, 
who, being interrogated and pressed hard, declared that one of the writers 
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was the Duke Gloucester. They immediately discharged them without any 
farther confession." Had the Duke of Gloucester anything to do with the 
matter ? " Dr. Dryasdust." 

Gen. Daniel Morgan. — It is stated in a number of biographical notices 
of this officer that he was a native of New Jersey ; but we find the late 
"Winthrop Sargent, in his History of the Braddock Expedition, page 240, 
claims him as a Pennsylvanian. W. W. H. Davis and Wm. J. Buck, in 
their histories of Bucks County, make the same statement. Gen. Davis 
quotes as his principal witness one Michael Fackenthall, who died thirty 
years ago, and was told by Morgan that he was born in Durham Township, 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania. What are the claims of New Jersey ? 

M. F. 

Dagworthy. — In Marshall's "Washington, 2d ed., p. 12, a Captain Dag- 
worthy is referred to as having successfully contested precedence with Col. 
Washington in 1756. Further information regarding him is desired by 

W. 

John Carey. — John Carey, attorney-at-law, Salem, N. J., married in 1774 
Catharine Lawrence. I would be glad to receive any information in regard 
to John Carey and his descendants. Brunhilde. 

Davenport Family. — Dr. B. F. Davenport, 751 Tremont Street, Boston, 
is collecting for publication a history of the Davenport family, and will be 
glad to receive information on the subject. 

Joseph Kirkbride. — Can any information be furnished regarding the 
descendants of Joseph Kirkbride, who came to Pennsylvania in 1681 ? His 
first wife was Phoebe, daughter of Randall Blackshaw of Bucks County ; 
second wife a daughter of Mahlon Stacy ; third wife Mary Fletcher, widow 
of Yardley. H. 

Philadelphia Doctors. — I wish to learn something about Dr. Chew, who 
lived in Philadelphia in 1730 ; also of a Dr. Samuel Chew, of West River, 
Maryland — if he originally came from Philadelphia or not; where Dr. 
John Karsley, Sr., and Dr. John Karsley, Jr., were born, and whom they 
married ; the names of the father and mother of Dr. John Morgan, and 
whom he married. G. 

Sir Collingwood Flemming. — On page 581, vol. ii. 2d series, of Penna. 
Archives, Harrisburg, 1876, we find the name of Sir Collingwood Flemming 
mentioned as a lieutenant in the provincial service. On page 610 of same 
volume he is returned dead. Is anything known of his history ? 

Rogers. 

Lady Christiana Griffin.— Who was the wife of the Hon. Cyrus Griffin, 
of Virginia, sometime President of the Continental Congress? In the 
records of Christ Church in this city she is styled "Lady Christiana 
Griffin." Trigney. 

Michael Hillegas. — Has there ever been a biographical sketch made of 
Michael Hillegas, one of the Continental Treasurers ? Stone. 



